The OSME Steering Committee Charter

Purpose

The OSME Steering Committee (OSME-SC) has been formed to provide guidance and define the future evolution of the series of meetings consisting, so far, of:

· The First International Meeting of Origami Science and Technology (1OST), Ferrara, Italy, 1989
· The Second International Meeting of Origami Science and Scientific Origami (2OSSO), Otsu, Japan, 1994
· The Third International Meeting of Origami in Science, Mathematics, and Education (3OSME), Asilomar, California, USA, 2001 
· The Fourth International Meeting of Origami in Science, Mathematics, and Education (4OSME), Pasadena, California, USA, 2006
· The Fifth International Meeting of Origami in Science, Mathematics, and Education (5OSME), Singapore, 2010
· The Sixth International Meeting of Origami in Science, Mathematics, and Education (6OSME), Tokyo, Japan, 2014
· The Seventh International Meeting of Origami in Science, Mathematics, and Education (7OSME), Oxford, UK 2018
· The Eighth International Meeting of Origami in Science, Mathematics, and Education (8OSME), Melbourne, Australia 2024


These and similar future meetings will be collectively referred to as the OSME meetings.

Membership in the Committee

The voting members of the OSME-SC include one representative from each of the OSME meetings, typically the general chair or a major organizer of the meeting. When a future OSME location and organizing group has been defined, that group may designate one person who will join the OSME-SC to represent that meeting.

A voting member of the OSME-SC may step down at any time and optionally appoint a successor to represent that person’s past OSME meeting. If the member does not appoint a successor, the remaining members of the OSME-SC may appoint a replacement, but are not required to.

Thus, the voting members of the OSME-SC will represent some number of the most recent OSME meetings, thereby providing and promoting continuity to the meeting series, continuing the high standard of such meetings, and providing for an orderly evolution in the future.

Decisions by the OSME-SC voting members require an absolute majority of members. In the event of a tie, discussion should continue until a majority can be obtained.

The OSME-SC may invite participation from representatives of origami and/or other academic societies. However, such additional members serve only an advisory role; they are not voting members.

The voting members as of May 13, 2025, are:

· Emma Frigerio (1OST)
· Toshikazu Kawasaki (2OSSO)
· Thomas Hull (3OSME)
· Robert J. Lang (4OSME)
· Patsy Wang-Iverson (5OSME)
· Tomohiro Tachi (6OSME)
· Zhong You (7OSME)
· Guoxing Lu (8OSME)

Selection of future voting members should strive to maintain geographic and subject-matter diversity among the committee.

The voting members of the OSME-SC may amend any of the terms of this charter by majority vote at any time.

Responsibilities of the Committee

The committee’s responsibilities include:

· Evaluation and selection of the location of future OSME meetings.
· Advising the local organizing committee after a selection is made.
· Assisting with publicizing the meeting and submissions.

General Guidelines of the OSME meetings

The OSME meetings are the preeminent venue for presenting research in fields in which origami and/or folding play a major role. The purpose of the OSME meetings is to bring together researchers in these areas. They include, but are not limited to:

· Scientific studies of origami
· The mathematics of origami and folding, including computational mathematics
· Technological applications of origami and/or folded structures
· Educational uses of origami in teaching or instruction
· Art and design making use of origami or origami principles

This is not a complete list, and future OSME organizers may expand or modify this list. However, the scope of an OSME meeting does not include origami instructional presentations, except as an incidental part of a presentation. Presentations should be of a type, quality, and style that would be found at a professional meeting in the origami-related field, e.g., an origami-math presentation at an OSME would be structured like a presentation at a professional mathematics conference.

OrigamiN book: It is anticipated that each OSME meeting will produce a book of papers based on the conference presentations. The name is strongly suggested to follow the format OrigamiN, where N is the number of the meeting.

The OSME meetings should be held every 4 years. It is anticipated that there may be other meetings on OSME-related topics in the intervening years organized by origami groups and/or non-origami professional societies (e.g., NCTM, MAA, ASME…), but such meetings should not use the OSME name or one close.

OSME meetings are organized by a local organizing group, under the general guidance of the OSME-SC. Most of the organizational work is to be carried out by the local group. Local groups submit a proposal to present the next OSME. The OSME-SC evaluates the proposals and makes a selection.

The OSME meetings are international meetings and so the OSME-SC should strive to move it around the world, albeit with no particular fixed order. The location should be chosen according to the criteria listed in the “Guidelines for OSME organizers” document.

The OSME-SC should publish a call for proposals through international origami organizations. The call should include guidelines for the submitters, a listing of selection criteria, and a timetable for the decision process and major milestones leading up to the conference.

Additional Activities

The OSME-SC will maintain a web page (or pages) at domains relevant to the OSME meetings. Currently, the committee owns the domains osme.info (osme.org is unavailable), as well as 7osme.org, 7osme.info, 7osme.com, and 7osme.net.
